REMARKS 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to enter the foregoing amendment prior 
to further examination of the above-identified patent application. 

By this Preliminary Amendment, claims 33-40 have been amended. The 
amendments clarify the presently claimed invention and place this application into better 
condition for examination. No new matter has been added. Support for the 
amendments to claims 33-40 can be found in at least page 15, line 19 to page 16, line 6 
of the Specification as originally filed. Claims 26-45 are pending and respectfully 
submitted for consideration. 

The Applicants respectfully submit that this application is in condition for 
allowance and such action is earnestly solicited. If the Examiner believes that anything 
further is desirable in order to place this application in even better condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' undersigned representative at 
the telephone number listed below to schedule a personal or telephone interview to 
discuss any remaining issues. 


TECH/490 13 8. 1 


13 


Application Serial Number 09/822,414 
Attorney Docket Number 107351-00011 


In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, the Applicants 
respectfully petition for an appropriate extension of time. Any fees for such an 
extension, together with any additional fees that may be due with respect to this paper, 
may be charged to counsel's Deposit Account No. 01-2300, referencing docket 
number 107351-00011. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Rhonda L. Barton 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,271 

Customer No. 004372 
Arent Fox LLP 

1 050 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20036-5339 
Telephone: (202) 857-6000 
RLB/wbp 
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